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78 THE BIBLICAL WORLD 

But one who has accepted the historical method of studying the Bible will 
be unable to use the book for anything more than an expression of Dr. 
Beet's own convictions. 

Gerald Birney Smith. 
University of Chicago 



Special Introduction to the Study of the Old Testament. By Francis 
E. Gigot. Part II, Didactic Books and Prophetical Writings. 
New York: Benziger Brothers, 1906. Pp.505. $2 net. 

The earlier works of Gigot, covering general introduction and biblical 
history, have largely determined his method, general position, and spirit. 
He belongs to the progressive wing of the Roman Catholic church, but is 
cautious enough not to go beyond the bounds of securing the imprimatur 
of the archbishop of New York, inscribed on the back of the title-page of 
this volume. 

The large amount of space (500 pages) devoted to the treatment of the 
didactic and prophetic writings is due to the care with which the author sets 
forth the pros and cons on every disputed question of authorship. It is 
very evident that Gigot is distinctively progressive in his own thinking; 
but his method of presenting the arguments on any disputed question — for 
example, the authorship and date of Isaiah, chaps. 40-66, and of Daniel — 
leaves the reader, as a rule, suspended in mid-air. In other words, he is so 
non-committal that only an expert can detect his position. 

In thus presenting both sides — the conservative first, and the radical 
second — he is doing a valuable service for biblical study. He is thus almost 
always sympathetically arranging in order the best reasons for a historical 
and modern view of Old Testament literature. Merely the reading of 
these arguments will set forth their reasonableness to thoughtful readers, 
and give them to a public that probably would not otherwise find them. 

The extreme caution of the author may be seen in his discussion of 
Daniel. He says (p. 348): "Hence the date of the Book of Daniel is 
570-536." But after thirty pages of discussion of the arguments for a 
late authorship, he says (p. 379): "Catholic writers generally are reluctant 
to depart from the time-honored opinion that Daniel is the author of the 
book which bears his name." 

The book will serve its purpose well, viz.: to promulgate among 

Romanists a broader, larger conception of biblical criticism. The modern , 

up-to-date Protestant biblical student will find littie that will be of value 

in his views of Old Testament introduction. 

Ira M. Price 

University of Chicago 



